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From ““Local Literature’’ to ‘“Nativist
Literature’’: Context Behind Peng Ruijin’s
Taiwan Nativist Literary Discoure

Kuo-an Wang™

Abstract

From the 1980s onward, Peng Ruijin investigated and discussed authors of Taiwanese
local literature, and his papers on the topic were later compiled and published under the
title Fragrance of the Soi (Nitu de xiangwei, 1980). In this anthology, Peng explored
traditional local authors active in the 1950s and 1960s, such as Chung Chao-Cheng and
Lee Chiao. This served as a basis for him to expand the concept of local literature and
construct his Taiwan nativist literary discoure. Peng maintained that local literature is
derived from the relationship between people and land, and it explores life and conscience
as well as human emotions and preferences. In the 1990s, Peng adopted this core value as
the basis for his Taiwan nativist literary discoure, and moreover, his concept of local
literature evolved to nativist literature. Subsequently, he promoted localization to compile
“Taiwan’s national literature,” with which he confirmed the subject of his theory. In
addition, Peng emphasized that literature must be developed in parallel with politics, his
stance highlighting the politically dissident nature of Taiwanese literature, thereby ensuring

its purity.
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