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The Tarrying and Surpassing in Subjectivity
Concerning the Ontological Solitude
in Martial Arts Fiction:
A Study Inspired by Emmanuel Levinas

Hsiao-min Weng"

Abstract

This paper seeks to view several essential elements of the very genre martial arts
fiction such as its overindulging in something like feats made by characters as well as the
social networks regarding mentor—disciple relationship from the perspective mainly
inspired by the metaphysics of Emmanuel Levinas, and therefore to ontologically enrich
our understanding and appreciation to the theme of this genre. Based on such a kind of
vision, this paper argues that a typical heroic character in martial arts novels could just be
viewed as nothing but a subject, and it is always a top priority for authors to enhance the
subjectivity within the images of their characters in the narration as much as possible;
therefore, it becomes probable to allow those fighting heroes to exceed the distinct
luminosity of linguistic signification by taking advantage of sparkles, which attaches to
images of themselves, out of those elegant phrases with lyrical ensemble as if having been
dissolved in dazzling light, probable to allow them to escape capture by the narration while
in their own presence instead of representation, and probable to allow them to surpass the
ontological absolute solitude of a subject by sharing limited fighting ability to someone
with whom a filiation-like relationship could finally be built. Although some of the famous
martial arts novel writer Gu Long’s works in his later period seems different from such a
kind of ensemble, this paper still gives a fully account of his cases, and then credit them
appropriately in the latter part of this study.
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FEIDERIVIAEL - BRIV E S - FEA IS [ L 25  AGAM A rl it 230 T HARAHY
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AL Z RIEIRE T AT B RS 2 B A E R A VIRV R BRSO BRI L2
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2 HEEH BN BRI R K YA IS E SR R A R AT S E A
WroeiE B R AS USRS B G R ERAITEREAR 1938 £ 2787 - MHEHHHEESELS
2> (hfe—d > SESEHE - SRR REERIAE) (=46 - BERFA > 2008) > H 31-32 -

BB (LB EE R REAVEMREL TN ) o MRS o (R R - R
R/ NRBEPRE G T e am o iE) (L - 2E24EER > 2006) > H 113-126 -

OB (FESRIERMERS | ERAVNR P B ESORAEERR ) o (TS - 50
EREAL) B 2 HA(2016) - H 221-252 -
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ENRRE A A TR TR — s - R ? S aE PR Bl s - mT DI
EIRFHERAVER ? HOTREBIR Al A8 2 IRy 7 BYElAcfl - SO A ATE — Lo FE At p s/ a4
DAEA TRV S 2K ?

SRRy EUR S LR TASE - (REIARE (8 e DA Bh 5 A BRRR B A & RAVIRGARET -
& AE A 44T (Emmanuel Levinas) (£ B 2222l f Bt Ay R i Bl A S REAR £
TR RZE B S - et iRt A S R RS MRS RAEA SR B R E
PRI T RF 1 26 P i B B A 4 T PR A B AR E AR B Y — R B2 25U A& “There is: Existence
without Existents” » ®Io K fif 3 = B Bt 41 460 S 86 L A (49— AL 3 685 Time and the
Other” » "¢ rf R HUBH AL LR (8408 A\ S B R R A A EL P AR P M 3%, » 5 HFEC
SR (E B R B4R T 22 AR B NSRS T SRR A > W 1 R R AR P HH i
KIEZHRAR » AEE AR TTHAN » PO NRIRA B R DA GEE M MEITL OIERE 2 BT E > A
TS R BB K ISR M A AR PIE - BE EERER - B N— BB R
AR R AR B Y T RS I A s s B s E B 1 LR 4G LB ~ VBB E I —
FEAUE i (E 2RSS SITBUIRATERT » AlipS AR — 22 Mg R Z
FroAgranst - BETHEE A S TR EEFHZENENRERA » Rt s U2 AT R EEeH
PR —EEEF AT UIARG » RIL  FAEE (AT o 5e3E DU R S E R B AT E R A
HE T HERESEFTZEN; o By TR EEIRAVRIE P ] sE Ml ME i —TEZerny32i - IE
ARCE PN GRS R E(FamrERFAHET SRR E RO T D 2 s - A g
TR AR BB Nafe AR S A HE AR TR - FE A HTE T L2 B AR FER it
HIHR BN - A B (9T e DLE I T T A 4412 BB i Nt Y A — BB Y IR » DAFe sy
EREE S CE S ER AR B A R E PR T A SO HEEZE © S A SORE R  Esall 3F
FAETHL > SAEIZ BB AT SN SR W B ER R BTE R (s B BHIRE — 8 O T BRFIRGAE

ZEBONSREE THERZA - HEHER B N ER MR D TE ER HENFEE
B Il — Ty & - T E CHY— S REERG H O LOMYE S - HERE EEER T

FRHAEHIIVE E @ R E Sl HSCRHE YL E AW B AR gga - BN(EE
TEEBCE YD B R A W REAE A a2 A B (TR ORAY -

&l - BB RS e

FERE N ARFT EHE THY — 2V R R TR TR B 2% - BT M W5 SE A e Nas ) vy

See Emmanuel Levinas, “There is: Existence without Existents,” Trans. Alphonso Lingis, The Levinas Reader
(Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1989), pp. 29-36.

See Emmanuel Levinas, “Time and the Other,” Trans. Richard A. Cohen, The Levinas Reader (Oxford: Basil
Blackwell, 1989), pp. 37-58.
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EUEV AR PN I S 2flt Slavbriy e 72wy e e S N DAt = B il o = S A e
FEBRE PO NGRS - SR Z $HBIE Fraf i S e 7 a2 A0 (] ek L e Ty (T S8 A aam - &
T B HHIEBEESUR S SRR T B AR - ET =B - &
FEREIRAY T DLEJUEE ) DURSEHY T AR e, FEASEYSUE o R o H AT Ry 1k RREATET
Fe RS B D IRFVETE T - FFTEEAY k) BELHERIRES T DU Dt i AR R R DL 72
HOLEE ; (e SRR A R B R B TR B AU e > PRI LB At P15
EEE FERRERY AL ~ AF T SLAHRART TR - BRI B — T 202 (s SR M Lk A )
SRS LIRS ST o PSR LRI TRIGE 2 26 /0 /D i g B AETE B 53 AT .00 B2 (analytical
psychology) /5 23X NIFERHUESE L2 A - A RIGEUE S EMHBB R ZE AT - HEAES
SOHE > BN T B FA FLAYBRE BT S (RS S O R B SE L2 T B R B My 20 %)
BEZAANIEL - BTERR AR B N E AR LS b A\ IEA S - SRECR S ER AVITEEE
FHREIE XA TTEATRRHITE ?

Bt AEREEH BRI EIHF N U@ E R USSR » (B a] i i o % 5t
DVRIREEN —TE T I HIIRRE - R R - TREAMEY B ¢ (e AEATREP T R
R - FAFIR A 2258 M ia 16 2 AT SR Y S b AR I — B B AR e B S Ay AR MAT
MREE - TR MERIIF R ES QIR E N AL T B R EE V) - REER THE SR
SCECAEATETAEE - VB E P R — (E R S R B AR E A — (B TR
EEVERIERER S EIRE — VI REMEREAR ~ FER BT — ) - AU DS — B 5 =R 2
ARVEE - Fragey e - FE LSRR A —RIESEE - 2B AFHE AR SR EREEEA
TRFAEAR G (“there is™/il y a”) AT REFUEMIEAE S  "MEEM - RE SIS BEEL ST
PR TS st A O BERRIE LAY R - BREEGETHE R E (LR ity
SRS AN A SR AN - SRR S AR B S R R R B F i i 508
PR ) ERGIVETTIE - 5 < R —REN A S L HYE R E DU E A EE A
HHBERERAEIIE®R - SEGIEE ES EERANE BEEAS NS - 2

8 SRS EEERIERR - (CKpk) (Z2dL : $8TE 0 1987) » DIREBEEE » ((RAVEEEMEBI IR — IR K
By THIE , BRE) o TREBH ARG - (BB ESE) (=L Z2EEAEER 0 1993) 0 H1-20 -
S TRERGER (T XI5, o i (e ) Ry THEE ) (SRR BRCRREMEYEE - Hit -
PHEEME o BREC T ORAYME—RFE - 18 NZE TR0 o VRERE R - A AR - | LR EFES
HREBEEE - (PRAVHEEMEBIH T ThRE —Mampkny " Hgs ) M) - H 10 - SEESMEREE - (L
HyS=FE) - (CREE) - H 59-76 °
“The now is the fact that I am master, master of the possible, master of grasping the possible. Death is never
now. When death is here, | am no longer here, not just because |1 am nothingness, but because | am unable to
grasp. My mastery, my virility, my heroism as a subject can be neither virility nor heroism in relation to
death.” See Levinas, “Time and the Other,” p. 41.
“To be conscious is to be torn away from the there is, since the existence of a consciousness constitutes a
subjectivity, a subject of existence, that is, to some extent a master of being, already a name in the anonymity
of the night.” See Levinas, “There is: Existence without Existents,” p. 32.
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4GRS — AV FEAR(E A ~ — e DAERE R A S PO R SRy e BT 5 [ 35 91
I+ BRAIERE — TRV S AR - EREME MR RS A R e O — g A =
B AT AR B TR H i ~ AR TEN S ARASERE T T TR R RS - IS E S EH
BT Ey— Rt NSRS | IR BRI 5 S F A BT HE AT
RERLIP IR — S R g IR T 2 S AT R st A E R — (e - BT - g
R EHE BT e sl & - FEAGHIERE ERARE RN © A M kR
R EEACRAVIRBIG AN A - ALl EH Cite ORI ~ Si]iEe - ME
BlEMRFR A 1S120E » i R B eyt [ Ja A B R 2 22 e BB T A\ 7/DFF(Jean-Paul Sartre) £
L R BT B A 2SO P T T A — R o BRI R Y R A LT R
ERERT BT S s G BAS » EAEGERRTE  BCCRE E T e A EE T
R BARR A S0 R PR A TR B R - HAFRER AR S T (EAVE PIIRET A — R
& TR R E TS MR R S R - iEA MR - IfERIRERE TR - ot
S LRI AP L RE LT A LLR RIS IR B 2 T SR BB TR SE A sa S AL » M5
B BRENVEREE TARRERAECY - B RN EAN S - HIEER A TR
B B INREN B & - B R R — (B SR E AR > 7S 8 ke DA R e e R 7
FEHETLH & EREVERVA R gOE P MEUL - IR AR I RUER DR E 3R AR RS
(BB Ay AT AR A0 > BRSO ES - HAAE A st R s
FE P THRE IR PR AU B R R s R I (1 - (B (BB VB R R st s I PR T BRI A
SRR 2 PR R T RE M - 4 R EAR ~ SZRdE 2

SEfEHE ABHIHATE O NS SRR PR (BROLATE > 1924-2009) 8 <5278 (£ R » 1924-2018)
FAEG - LG RERASASHEEE R - RZEIHE Y AVHEFIERRE - 5R0—

BRI A T A M B AR TR AR A SE R L 14 55 8T 2 I8R5 “There is: Existence without
Existents” 4% » FRAEIESCH ARG RN 8 DS H SR R4S T FEERE 1 Fog s -

See Jean-Paul Sartre, “What Is Writing?” Trans. Bernard Frechtman, What Is Literature? 2nd ed. (London:
Routledge, 2001), pp. 7-37.

“The poet is [...] first meeting the word as a barrier as he comes toward men. Instead of first knowing things
by their name, it seems that first he has a silent contact with them, since, turning toward that other species of
thing which for him is the word, touching them, testing them, palping them, he discovers in them a slight
luminosity of their own and particular affinities with the earth, the sky, the water, and all created things.” See
Sartre, “What Is Writing?” pp. 13-14.
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¥ 2 IRRIZ5E (Petrus Liu) » “Cultural Bodies in Gu Long” » MRERE4R » (A —drfe « dpEsak
/NRBIE TR Eranoc i) (EdL - B AESS > 2006) 0 H 91-112 -

19 SEHIZIZEE - “Cultural Bodies in Gu Long” » B 94 : BLREAY L {43k 1 CALBIR SR IERSE P8 -

20 «The subject [...] is thrust upon itself, and is so in the very freedom of its present. Its solitude is not initially

the fact that it is without succour, but its being thrown into feeding upon itself, its being mixed in itself. This

is materiality. So in the very instant of the transcendence of need, placing the subject in front of nourishment,

in front of the world as nourishment, this transcendence offers the subject a liberation from itself. The world

offers the subject participation in existing in the form of enjoyment, and consequently permits it to exist at a

distance from itself.” See Levinas, “Time and the Other,” p. 38.

“In the concreteness of need, the space that keeps us away from ourselves is always to be conquered. One

must cross it and take hold of an object —that is, one must work with one’s hands.” See Levinas, “Time and

the Other,” p. 39.

21
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22 «In work —meaning, in effort, in its pain and sorrow —the subject finds the weight of the existence which

involves its existent freedom itself. Pain and sorrow are the phenomena to which the solitude of the existent is
finally reduced.” See Levinas, “Time and the Other,” p. 39.

“In pain, sorrow, and suffering, we once again find, in a state of purity, the finality that constitutes the tragedy
of solitude. The ecstasis of enjoyment does not succeed in surmounting this finality. [...] The structure of pain,
which consists in its very attachment to pain, is prolonged further, but up to an unknown that is impossible to
translate into terms of light — that is, that is refractory to the intimacy of the self with the ego to which all
our experiences return. [...] This way death has of announcing itself in suffering, outside all light, is an
experience of the passivity of the subject, which until then had been active and remained active even when it
was overwhelmed by its own nature, but reserved its possibility of assuming its factual state. To say ‘an
experience of passivity’ is only a way of speaking, for experience always already signifies knowledge, light,
and initiative, as well as the return of the object to the subject. Death as mystery contrasts strongly with
experience thus understood. In knowledge all passivity is activity through the intermediary of light. The
object that | encounter is understood and, on the whole, constructed by me, even though death announces an
event over which the subject is not master, an event in relation to which the subject is no longer a subject.”
See Levinas, “Time and the Other,” pp. 39-40.
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2 OEHEELA: MR (EEEEREVNREESE) (BdL I > 2005) 0 F 450 -

2 OESRERPIE . (LRITRIL) (ZL : FEER > 2009) - B 566 -

% «[...] zhaoshi connects all the heterogeneous episodes, events and happenings into a coherent genre that we
have learned to recognize as wuxia. Here zhaoshi is what animates our desire to read, what shapes our
understanding and what moves the narrative forward.” See Liu, “Cultural Bodies in Gu Long,” p. 105.
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27 “It is worth emphasizing, however, that the martial arts of martial arts fiction (as opposed to real martial arts

or wushu) refers to an “action” necessarily recorded on an invisible body, one that resists representation in
and by language.” See Liu, “Cultural Bodies in Gu Long,” pp. 93-94.
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31 “paternity is the relationship with a stranger who, entirely while being Other, is myself, the relationship of the

ego with a myself who is none the less a stranger to me. The son, in effect, is not simply my work, like a
poem or an artifact, neither is he my property. [...] | do not have my child; I am in some way my child. But
the words ‘I am’ here have a significance different from an Eleatic or Platonic significance. [...] Paternity is
not a sympathy through which I can put myself in the son’s place. It is through my being, not through
sympathy, that | am my son. The return of the ego to itself that begins with hypostasis is thus not without
remission, thanks to the perspective of the future opened by eros. Instead of obtaining this remission through
the impossible dissolution of hypostasis, one accomplishes it through the son. It is thus not according to the
category of cause, but according to the category of the father that freedom comes about and time is
accomplished.” See Levinas, “Time and the Other,” p. 52.
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8 «Allow me to return once again to Shakespeare, in whom I have overindulged in the course of these lectures.

But it sometimes seems to me that the whole of philosophy is only a meditation of Shakespeare.” See Levinas,
“Time and the Other,” p. 41.
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