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How Deliberative Democracy on Campus Shapes Citizenship
Consciousness of College Students: Cases of Deliberative
Practices on Guidelines of “Designated Smoking Areas”
and “English Proficiency Proof Required for Graduation”
in the Chinese Culture University

Ying-Feng Chen’

Abstract

The insufficiency of democratic operations in Taiwan's administrative sector-centered
campuses has resulted in the young generation lacking necessary sentiments and skills in
carrying out democratic practices. Even when some of the instructors introduce
deliberative practices, the students overal are till inclined to be dominated by teachers
and opinion leaders. This article reviewed recent literature on deliberative democracy and
concluded that we may risk making inappropriate assessment on university students
abilities in exercising democracy. We must fully comprehend the contexts of students
campus lives and then choose public issues which can integrate students as diverse
stakeholders.

To verify this notion, from August 2018 to August 2019, the researcher chose
crossfields courses for sophomore students in the Chinese Culture University and
assigned senior students to lead deliberations in the selected courses. The leading students
chose both “smoking area designation” and “English proficiency proof required for
graduation” as topics for deliberation as they were closely related to students' rights. The
leading senior students conducted deliberation practices similar to “citizens' consensus
meetings’ while observing the changes of students in “self-efficacy”, “democratic
sentiments,” and “cognitive reflections’ throughout a series of deliberative activities. The
findings suggest that, under the conditions of “being relevant to students’ and “minimizing
teachers’ authoritarian role,” the students can demonstrate decent deliberative abilities and
deliver mutually beneficial proposals beyond the existing frameworks.

More importantly, this research also finds that the deliberative exercises allowed
students to acknowledge not only self-efficacy and autonomy, but also the value of diverse
individuals in the democratic system. This was made possible by empathizing dissidents
and in turn overturning previous cognition patterns as a whole. Therefore, instead of
merely providing cognitive knowledge, deliberative measures on campus have reinforced
behavioral and sentimental growth of these young participants, thus giving birth to the
citizenship consciousness of college students as well as devel oping their democratic skills.

Keywords:. deliberative democracy, democracy education, citizens' participation, campus democracy,
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