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The Selective Adaptation of
Huainanzi in Qun Shu Zhi Yao: An
Analytical Examination of
Governance Philosophies

Huang, Li-Ping”

Abstract

This article principally examines the selective adaptation and
condensation of Huainanzi within Qun Shu Zhi Yao, implementing a
comparative analysis of the original text alongside the version presented in
Qun Shu Zhi Yao’s Huainanzi sections. During its compilation, Qun Shu
Zhi Yao effectively condensed the intricate knowledge and theoretical
extrapolations present in Huainanzi, refining its textual core and reducing
complex metaphysical discussions. Notably, it excluded sections pertaining
to the self-cultivation in terms of Yin Yang. Drawing on the philosophies of
Huainanzi, Qun Shu Zhi Yao articulates a political theory that revolves
around the dynamics among the ruler, ministers, and populace, specifically
tailored for Emperor Taizong of Tang. This framework seeks to elucidate
the complex interdependencies, defining governance within this historical
context. The theory extracted in Huainanzi are the combination of the
political perspectives of Daoism, Confucianism, and the School of Fa,

merging concepts of nature, morality, benevolence and righteousness,

* Contract Assistant Professor, The Fundamental General Education Center, National
Chin-Yi University of Technology.
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rituals, and law into a unified doctrine. It aims to enable Taizong to utilize
the invisible, traceless political techniques of a sage ruler, thereby
transforming his subjects and promoting unity and filial piety within society.
While drawing from the ideas of Huainanzi, Qun Shu Zhi Yao notably
excludes discussions concerning the power of the ruler and ministers. The
political thoughts of Huainanzi, through editorial deletions by Wei Zheng,
were further moderated and attenuated from their original Legalist and
Daoist (Huang-Lao) conceptions of 'law,' 'techniques,’ and 'power' since the
Warring States period. This adjustment emphasizes the cooperative
relationship between the sovereign and his ministers, adapting legislation
to align with the public sentiment, illustrating the textual acceptance and

practical application of the “Zajia” in the politics of the Zhenguan era.

Keywords: Qun shu Zhi yao, Huainanzi, governance by ruler

and ministers, Zajia
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