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On Ping Lu’s Trauma and Healing in
Passing

Tang, Yu-Li*

Abstract

This article discusses the cross-domain spatial movement of
immigrants and the inner secrets of exile in Ping Lu's Passing, focusing on
the experiences of the Chiang Kai-shek, his son, ethnic groups from other
provinces and Zheng Chenggong’s troops who immigrated to Taiwan. The
article discusses the conflict of the father-son relationship and the immense
trauma it causes. The full text is divided into five sections: The first section
is the introduction, which discusses the existing data on the novel's trauma
writing. The second section, "Exploring the Dispersed Trauma of Provincial
Immigrants,” explores the national evacuation in 1949 and the diaspora of
the Dachen Islanders in 1955, and discusses the trapped life and trauma of
immigrants from other provinces. The third section, "The Memories and
Trauma of Chiang Ching-kuo That Transformed Taiwan's History",
discusses the father-son relationship between the two Chiang Kai-sheks and
Chiang Ching-kuo's memories and traumas, And What Crucial Influence
Did Chiang Ching-kuo's Trauma Exert on Taiwan. The fourth section,
"Parricide: The Revolt Against Patriarchy in a Cyclical Narrative",
discusses four sets of traumatic memories of fathers and sons and the

political metaphor of both rupture and binding between China and Taiwan.

* Professor of the department of Chinese, National Kao-hsiung Normal University.
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The fifth section, “Channeling as a Method — Female Mediumship and
Trauma Narratives”, focuses on the fragments and distortions of trauma
narratives, Just happens to become a possibility for healing an unspoken
trauma. Section 6, "Conclusion: New changes in historical novels”,
summarizes that Ping Lu novels bring in popular psychic, fantasy and other
elements, expanding the imagination space of historical novels, making

Passing the most special novel in the 21st century Taiwan.

Keywords: Ping Lu, Passing, immigration, trauma, ethnic
groups from-mainland, diaspora
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