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Body and Politics — On the Concept
of “Valuing the Body” in Wang
Fuzhi’s Commentary on Zhuangzi

Wu, I-Hsiu"

Abstract

This paper examines Zhuangzi Jie by Wang Fuzhi, focusing on his
conception of the body and its political implications. Wang’s notion of “the
body as that which is equipped” (F5[M{# 7 ) suggests that the body is not
a fixed form, but a dynamic site where qi (5% ) flows and transforms
through responsive encounters. I argue that Wang’s theories of “Heavenly
Movement” (JE-KE7 ) and “Correlative Heaven” (#HKER ) form a
philosophical response to the crisis of the Dao being fragmented in All-
Under-Heaven. The former emphasizes the ungraspable, circulating nature
of Heaven, while the latter highlights the body’s role in adapting to change
through self-adjustment and cultivated responsiveness.

Wang’s reflections on the “constraints of the wandering person”
further reveal a distinct ethical vision. Rather than imposing moral
discipline, Wang’s model emphasizes the mutual attunement of the virtual
and the actual. Xu (emptiness) is not nothingness, but an open structure
within the heart-mind that resists fixation. When responsive to xu, the body

allows qi to circulate and unblock stagnation. This ethical order is grounded
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Naval Academy.
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not in rules or virtue, but in bodily resonance and relational responsiveness

— a politics based on transformation, not control.

Keywords: Wang Fuzhi, valuing the body, Heavenly

Movement, Correlative Heaven
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